
 

 

 4th Grade 
Language Arts Unit 2 

AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school.   

AKS: Determine the meaning of academic and domain specific words and phrases in a text relevant to 

grade 4 topic/subject area 

 

This means… 

I can… Select details from the text that show the 

meaning of a word or phrase in the text. 

I can.... Select a meaning of a word or phrase and 

then select details from the text that support that 

meaning 

This looks like… 

Action 1: Your child can use grade-appropriate Greek 

and Latin roots or affixes 

Action 2: Your child can use context clues to 

determine the meaning of a word or phrase  

 

 

Activity Title: Determine the Meaning of the Word  

Materials needed: 

• Grade-appropriate informational text      

• Use the Greek and Latin Roots anchor chart photo and common Greek and Latin roots, stems 

and affixes 
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Directions:  

1. Read or listen to Weather and Climate by Rebecca L. Johnson or any other non-fiction text. As 

you are reading, try to figure out the meaning of new words or phrases specific to the content.  

Use all the resources and text-features on a page to help you understand the meaning of new 

words and content vocabulary.  

2. As you are reading, look to see if the author has given a definition, example, or synonym of the 

word. Look for Greek & Latin roots.  Then, reread with the new information in mind to check 

that it makes sense.  

3. Use the text and visual information that supports that section of the text. This helps you to   

understand information that might be new or unfamiliar. 

4. Use a graphic organizer or notebook to write down new content-related vocabulary words and 

their definitions. Use the new words in a sentence or draw a picture of it to help you understand 

the meaning. (See chart on the next page.) 
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If the activity is too hard, try this:  

1. Start an “interesting word collection.” Each time you read, use a journal or simply a piece of 

paper to write down 5 interesting words you notice while reading. Interesting words can be 

simply: 

a. words you have never heard or seen before 

b. words that you think you might know what they mean but are not quite sure 

c. words that just sound interesting and you might want to use in your own writing 

sometime 

2. Every time you and your child add a word to your list, try to take turns guessing what the word 

might mean using the other words in the sentence (context clues). Also try to think of other words 

you know that it sounds similar to. Hang up your list somewhere in the house or keep your 

journal by your reading area. Each day before you read, go back to your list and reread some of 

your words you collected from before. This will not only help you to remember them but also 

make connections with new words. 

3. Tell your child that they can also keep their lists close by whenever they need to write. “If you 

thought the words you found were interesting when you read them, they will also make your 

writing more interesting if you use them in your writing.” 

4. Remember- try to limit yourself to not collect more than 5 words at a time. It’s more important to 

have a few really good words that will be easier to remember and start using on your own than to 

overwhelm yourself with more words that you can’t or won’t use. 

5. Enjoy reading some interesting short articles with your child, such as: “How Long is a 

Quarantine?” by Tim Rasinski. Click on the words below for the link: 

a. “Building Vocabulary through Word Roots (Quar/Quart) – May 20, 2020” 

6. Find more interesting quick reads here: https://www.timrasinski.com/blog.ht 

 

https://www.timrasinski.com/presentations/Quarantine.pdf
https://www.timrasinski.com/blog.html
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If the activity is too easy, try this:  

1. Create a list of new words to build your word power.  

2. As you are reading, preview the page and look for new “tricky” words. Write the words in a 

notebook, on a sticky note, or print a vocabulary chart.  

 

 

 

3. Think about how the word is connected to the title or the subject of the book. Use all the 

information you can to help you guess the meaning of the new word. Write down what you think 

the word means.  

4. After reading, look back at your vocabulary chart and find the real definition of each word, use 

text features, the glossary, or a dictionary to help you find the actual meaning of your new words. 

Add the actual meaning to your vocabulary chart. 
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If the activity is just right, try this:  

Before reading… 

1. Create a Vocabulary Chart in a notebook, on sticky notes, or by printing one from the internet. Make a 

column for New Words, Meanings, and Use in a Sentence. Use the sample below to help guide you. Read 

the title and table of contents for your non-fiction text. What do you think it is about? Make a prediction. 

 

During reading… 

1. As you read non-fiction texts, try to figure out the meaning of new words or phrases specific to 

the content. Use the text and visual information that supports that section of the text. This helps 

you understand information that might be new or unfamiliar. 

2. Stop when you come to a word you don’t know. Write the word and page number on your 

vocabulary chart. Look for text features and clues to help you understand what the word means.  

Look to see if the author has given a definition, example, or synonym of the word. Look for 

Greek & Latin roots. Re-read the sentence with the new word. Does it give you any ideas about 

the meaning?  Use all the clues on a page to help you guess the meaning of the new word. 

 

After reading… 

1. Many non-fiction texts have a glossary. A glossary is a collection of words and definitions used 

throughout the book. Review the glossary of your book. Do you see any of the words from your 

vocabulary chart? Look for the actual meaning of the words on your list and any other interesting 

words you would like to learn. 


